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^Anki-Castro Cabans Say C, /. A. j 
Imprisoned Them for 11 Weeks 


ppokesinan Asserts 17 Were] 
Mistreated for'Opposing 
Role for *Batista Men* 


. By SAM POPE BREWER 

Spect&l to The New York Time*. 

MIAMI, May ^-^An anti 
[Castro Cuban volunteer-declared 
[today that Ifie Central Intelli¬ 
gence Agency had held him and 
sixteen others prisoner and in-i 
jcommunicado for eleven weeks 
before and during last month’s 
abortive invasion of C ^a . 

He "said he .was In^ fear of 
death much of the time. 

jhe stat^epts w^re made’by 
Dr. Rodolfft&^danffarafa, 27i 
yeSH^SS^aw^rf^on’cl^ seven-1 
teen held in‘ a remote^ campMn 
the Jungle of PeUn In northern 
|Gu atemala until last Friday, 
[The fact pf'their imprlsonniient| 
was well-known in Miami ^d 
was reported earlier. 

Originally their number was 
given incorrectly as eighteen. 
The full details have hot been 
available mitil now. 

Dr. Nodal and his fellow pris¬ 
oners have just organized a new 
Cijba^n^ vement to be known 
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They have 
the cooperation of all' Cuban 
groups to overthrow Premier 
Fidel Castro but under Cuban 
feadership ‘ and • without the! 
participation of the'C.^^, 

Dr, Nodal and his fc^panions 
maintain that became they op¬ 
posed Capt. Manuen^time and 
other leaders bacned ' by- the 
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"cri-TA^they were threaten! 
handdutfed, kept In -‘sulthumwM 
prison conditions, accused; of 
being Communists and sub¬ 
mitted to lie .delator tests at 
gun point, i 

According to Dr. Nodal, mem¬ 
bers of the group were neither 
charged with any offense, nor, 
brought to trial during their 
eleven weeks of Imprisonment 
He said that until they landed 
outside Miami last Friday they 
had not been able to find out 
where they were being.taken. 

They charge, that "the, intelll-l 
gence agency employed ^‘thugs’’ 
and ‘^gangsters’' who stood be¬ 
tween the Cuban volunteers 
and their own Cuban leaders. 

Dr. Nodal said that throughout 
their imprisonment, ^cept for 
a few days, they were under 
“American” guards. 

"Pressed for details, he said 
that by “American” he meant 
that they were the ;C,/I. A; 
representatives In charge of the 
camp who were^assiuhcd .to be 
Ame^can arid whose authority 
was unchallenged. He said that 
some * spoke English with' ah' 
accent and-were believed by the 
Cubans to be naturalized 
United States citizens, “perhaps 
of Central European origin.” 

I |They were known to the Cu-» 

I only by code names. (■'i 

I I , Most Refuse to Talk 
;/ Most o'f the former prisoneqi 
^will not discuss t heir expert-1 
' cnees for fear of soirie form of 
1 reprisal. 

I Dr. Nodal^ emphasized that 
1 the group’s resentment .was di¬ 
rected not against the t United 
States but against the “incred-' 
Ible menv who ran the camp. 
This, in Chronological detail, Is 
1 his-story: t , j 

^ Dh Nodal came to Miami 
i from Cuba to work for the 
Democratic Revolutionary Front 
last October. On Dec.- 6 he en¬ 
listed in Miami and was sent 
to Guatemala for training. 

On Jan. 31' about 300 men in 
the training camp at Trax, 
Guatemala,\were mustered by 
their senior military adviser 
known to them only as Frank. 
They were told that two Cuban 
officers who had been to charge 
had been^sent away^ for play¬ 
ing politics.” „ 

This left Capb> Josd Per^ 
San Romdn in charge of the 
camp as far as Cubans.had any 
control. 'Captain San Roman 
was one of the leaders of the 
Abril 17 invasion and ha^slnce 
been captured by the Cuban 
Government. , 

Exile sources here agree that 
Captain San Romdn was an of¬ 
ficer .in Cpfea under BMlgenclo 
Batista, whose dictatorial «• 
'imc 'Was overthrown by Sd^ 
uj^stro. He is said to ha^ 
iTught against the Castro revo 
lution In the Sierra Maestra, at 
though there is no wayjo cmy 
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^ 23Q^Seek -to ^ 

Of the 300 men, 230 asked to 
j, j^sign from ^the force at Camp 
Trax because of the change in 
[ leaders. A new North American 
agent known to them as Bemie 
then appeared on the scene. He 
accused the troops of insubordl- 
nation^as a result of Communist 
influence. 

Bemie said he. had authority 
fmm the Democratic Revolu¬ 
tionary Front, to name com¬ 
manders and that he had chosen 
Captain San Romdn. * 

The 230 dissenters demanded 
that their c^e be heard by a 
member of the “Front .within 
seventy-two hours. Otherwise - 
they wished to be discharged 
and returned home. 

They elected a committee of 
five to call on Bemie with their 
^demand. He refused to see more 
than a single spokesman and 
Dr. Nodar was chosen by the 
others. ) 

! Dr. Nodal said he explained 
I In detail that they were neither 
[ mercenaries nor conscripts iut 
I volunteers and that they could 
. not accept leaders who they 
rconsidered represented ,the ^op¬ 
posite of what they were fight- 
j Ing for. 

L After discussion it was agreed 
wthat the men would continu^^ 
ij training for five days while thew 
yfwaited^ to ‘hear when they 
i might expect a mpresentative. i 
f of the Democratic Front r 


Tmops Strike A^ain/^" 

.[ When seven days had gone by. 
without an answer *the' troops 
went on strike, again. " ' ' 

Frank arrived back from a 
trip to Washington on that day 
but would say only that he 
hoped a representative of the 
Democratic Revolutionary Front 
would arrive “within a month.” 

The next day they were for¬ 
mally ordered back to training. 
Under the pressure of threats 
and promises "all but twenty 
! gave in during the next few 
days. The others agreed to re- 
jsume training with the promise 
that their demands would be 
met. 

On Feb. 11 the men were 
ordered out on a field exercise. 
While the camp was virtually 
f empty one of the advisers called 
for eight of the twenty remain¬ 
ing standouts and asked them 
to go with hini. They thought 
there was to bo a further/con¬ 
ference. ^ v 

They Were led along a jungle 
path to a big canvas-covered 
truck and suddenly found tiiem- 
; selves covered by. Thompson 
submachine guns held by three 
men. They were ordered into the 
truck and driven away. 

I At La-Suiza, an estate where 
\there was a Guatemalan ^^rmy 
1 camp, they were surroimded by 
' eight or ten men with automatic 
weapons. The prisoners* were 
taken from the trucks one.at a 
, time*and led away out of sight 
^ They felt they were about to be 
shot 

Each was taken into a small 
f room, _ forcedrto ‘t^mpty all his 
pockets *and remove alt his 
clothes. * 

. “I felt this was It/’ Dr. Nodal 
said. “I was sure we were going 
to be murdered.” 

When they had given up all 
their possessions — “even our 
love letters” — they were told 
to dre;^ again and taken away 
to a shed in the camp. As they 
assembled they found five other 


ntbn ‘from their unit who had 
had no connection with the mu- 
tiny.but who had qusirreled with 
Captain San Romdn. Two days 
later another prisoner was 
brought in, making their total 
number fourteen. ' 

The shed they were in was 
about 15 by 30 feet.with 
a concrete floor, wooden walls 
and a galvanized iron'roof. In 
the sunny Guatemalan highlands 
it was so hot^in the daytime 
that.they lay naked and pant- 
ihg on the floor. But it was bit¬ 
ter cold at night 
Dr. Nodal said they were 
^ven black beans, rice and tor¬ 
tillas'without saltto eat. 

5 Prisoners Questioned 
On Feb/ 24 five prisoners 
Lwere taken away without any 
explanation:;^ Outside each was 
put into, a pick-up truck and 
driven ^way to the Helvetia 
(^mp not far away. 

AThere they were, questioned 
Separately by Pat, the chief se-. 
purity guard. Dr. Nodal de-' 
scribed, him as “6. feet, 4 inches 
tall' andabout 230 pounds^and 
stupid.^/ His questioning, how¬ 
ever,' was said to be courteous, 
at lisL Suiza Dr. Nodal said. 

Dr. Nodal was "then ^keh in¬ 
to: another, shed and turned over ^ 
to a young man, operating a 
lieV detector.} ; 

Dn N<)dal ^id the interroga- 
tion.wa^ aimed<at,making him . 
say he’Was a^Cominunist. 

The prisoners then were al-1 
lowed- to" bathe and shave for « 
the*-first time In. twelve days t 
and were, given/clean clothes ^ 
arid an edible meal. They they 
were taken .back. Jo the ^ shack f 
at :La‘ Suiza. * , ii 

Five days later, March 1, an a 
agent known as Pappy, who was p 
said to bd the chief of the whole o 
operation in Guatemala, came'to s 
'say that they were being moved 
again "but he" would not say s 
iwhere, / ’ t 

I Four" were taken away in li 
-handcuffs at that time. The t 
pext day the remaining ten, In- o 
pudiqg.IlT. Nodal, , were taken 
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VISITED REBELS: Dr. A 
Jose Miro Cardona, head of 
Cuban revolutionary coun¬ 
cil. He. was said to have ' 
visited men separated from 
forces and kept prisoner, 
and to have offered aid. 
The men have been released. 

to the air base at-Retalhuleii, 
and flown to a river in the 
Pet4n jungle area. 

They were taken up the river 
for an hour in canoes. There,' 
in a crude camp at the top of 
a cliff they found their four 
previous companions and two* 
other men .they had* not seen 
since leaving the Trax camp, I 
They were warned. Dr. Nodal 
said, that they would be shot if, 
they tried t6;escape,\They found 
living conditions better than in 
their last prison. Yet still no 
one would answer any questions/ 
Their guards brought \n a 
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radfo set an hour a day sojdays after the invaslon''began; 
they could hear Ihe news pro- their guards suddenly took them 
grams frpm Radio Swan, a ^jy canoe to a village on the 

S .S'S hJS S —* “4. X “m Si 

A sevenUenth prisoner was “> a !«»■ <™y 
brought in to join them when into a DC-3 airplane at a jungle 
they had been there two days, airstrip. 

j On March 28 they heard that, They \yere flown back to Re- 
pr. Jos6 Mird Carfona w^ carefully searched 

jbe named president of the Revo-s 1 --aircrjift 
lutlonarjr Council. Two days loaded Into a C 54 aircmt, 
later he arrived to visit .them, 'where they found 118 other vol-| 
Dr. Nodal said, with Dr. Manuel unteers vvno for one reason or 
I A. de Varona, the CounciPs Sec- another had not taken part in 
ilretery of War. the landing.' i 

|i Dr. Mir6 Cardona said he r'vpn thpn thpv said when ’ 
had no part in their misfortune -f i 

'and that he would see thcyjthey asked the security officer, ^ 
were set free within a few whom they knew as Don, where 
' days. He carried away the first they were going, the only an- 
letters they had been able to swer was that they would 
send out to their famllies-slnce leam when they got there, 
j their arrest They arrived at a Florida 

They awoke April 17 to find airport before dawn Saturday, 
that their guard had /dIsap-Dr. Nodal said he‘found him- 
peared. They were still guarded, self in the same hangar from 

1 however, by a detachment oft which he had started out for j, 
jforty-seven Guatemalan sol-i Guatemala. He did not know 
diers under a lieutenants “At where it was except that it wash 
all other times,“ Dr. Nodal said, about an hour’s ride south of | 
“we were guarded by, Ameri-Miami. i 

cans with automatic weapons.^. T^at odyssey ended when 

, Invasion News Broadcast they were 
< , , , ^ before daybreak in Miami it- 

Later that day they learned found, themselves 

6y radio of the Cuban, invasion again after eleven 

iThey were discussing their ° . M 

chances for an escape when ^ -kt rmnn ' 

the Guatemalan lieutenant, who Nodal Head^ New Group 

had a direct radio link with Dr, Nodal is president of the 
Retalhuleu, told them that an new 17th cf April group.Ne was, 

American was coming from politically active In Cuba in the 

Retalhuleu to get them. AAA movement, a code name i 

Two days later five heavily for the National-Revolutionai^i; 
armed men arrived, headed by Front headed by Pr» Aurellan\ j 
a short, bald, middle-aged man Sanchez Arangorduring the Ba- 
known to them as Mac. tista regime^ ^ 

Dr. Nodal said Mac berated The secretary genera4^f the 
them at’ length for not being new groUp is Drw Omagyast^ 
with the invasion forces. He ned^ a lawyer whtrwa's a leade^ 
said they had missed their Ifirae university students anti- 
chance to do their patriotic duty Castro organization. ' ^ 

and that when the Invaders won Their fellow prisonei^^clud^ 
out the prisoners would be hand- ed: F^iclgsp^cmdl^gen^^ayez, 
ed over to Captain San Rom^ newspaper men on the/sxau*of 
“in handcuffs.” . the^iario de la Marina; 

Mac then left the camp but beriSsjgg^, medial stuf^; 
four guards stayed w^th them. 

^On^ jS^day, April 28, eleven captain^rTTh^^Castro police, ^-i 


toni^rontel^omez, eiecitjrical h 
worker; tieciUo’'®uentes5^^ li 
bartender; 

i^ico. tn^k'“"'3rrverr1^^i^iol 
^Siza^JSrrlgti, laborer and a 
m"^6eFo^theCastro Comman- 
dos of the‘National Institute of * 
Agra^n Reform; j 

QUver^er^former captain in j 
th^”*regu1[ar®a^y; Lui ^^ lbe rt o < 
felivera,. student; i^cardS^r-” 
ltlnez*3e"ls&fcru^ customs chjef 
CjSsmStTAlrport. Havana, 

! under fhe Castro regime; 

; Antonlo^Iore, law studenC;| 
, fitt^studM, and# 

. two others who concealed their 5 


Ihames because they have fapii-ir:' 
lies in Cuba. ' f 

Officials Decline Comment ^ 

'' special to The New York Time*. I 

WASHINGTON, May 6—Of-j 
ficial circles withheld comment| 
today on the # report by Dr.| 
Rodolfo Nodal Tarafa on the ! 
imprisonment of anti-Castro 1 
Cuban^ in a camp In Guatemala, U 
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The C e n t r a 1 Intelligence 
Agency has been-charged with 
imprisoning an anti-Castro 
^ Cuban leader and 16 compan-! 
^ipns for 11 weeks both before 
and after the Cuban " “inva¬ 
sion” fiasco. 

The New York Times, in, a 
story from Miami, identified 
the'Cuban as Rodolfo Nodal 
Waraga, 27, a^lawyer who was 


active" in the Nation^,Revo- 
lutionai5^Front^,^unng 'the 
Batista- regime. ^ 

^ Nodal said heand thejother 
16 Cubans were held'incom¬ 
municado wa remote, camp in 
the jungle of Peten in north¬ 
ern Guatemala until April 28 
■^ll days after the Cubau 
landings began. ' 

They were flown back, to 


t. INFORMATION CONTAINED 
fi^IN IS unclassified 
•ate___BY--- 


Mianil and released on IKS-fol- 
iowing day, he reported. 

• He attributed the imprison¬ 
ment to their opposition to 
Capt. Manuel Artime ’ and 
other leaders’ backed by the 
' CIA for the abortive Cuban 
landings. * ' 

I \^The 17 were kept'lri “subhu- 
. man” prison condltionls, Nodal 
declared, accused of being 
Communists, and subjected to 
lie-detector tests at. gunpoint. 

The Times said the fact of 
their Imprisonment was well 
known among Cuban'circles ln 
Miami, but full details had not 
been disclosed previously. 

Nodal went to Miami from 
Cuba last October to work for 
the democratic- revolutionary 
front and later was sent to 
Guatemala, for training. These 
are o'ther details’ of his story: 

After he and others in the 
cymp objected to- the .Cuban 
leaders in* charge, they were 
put under guard and shuttled, 
from one camp to'another. 

; They.- questioned -con¬ 
stantly. . , „ 

Some of the prisoners werje 
taken away; and others added 
as they'went along. On March 
: 30, Jose. Miro- Cardonaj* later 
name'd'presideht of the' Cuban 
Revolutionary’ Council, visited 
them and promised to have 
them, set free. 

■ When he left, -he took with 
him the first letters they had 
been able to send their fami¬ 
lies since their arrest. He also 
told, them he ‘had nothing'to 
db' with their arr.est. , ‘ 
Finally, a month later,' they 
■ were flown to'. Miami in relays 
and released. ’ - 

Nodal and; his fellow prison¬ 
ers have organized a new Cu¬ 
ban organization’to be known 
as the. 17th of April movement 
in memory of the .Cuban land¬ 
ings. 

jChey'have .-balled on Cubg*' 
gteups to work together 
the overthrow of-Castro hutl 
without the participation ,E| 
the CIA. ! ' 
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Ciib'qn Rebel Survivori 
Reported U. S., Captives 

. Believed Held on yieques Island 
Behind Tight Screen'of Secrecy ^ 

By Bm VRICB 

‘Aswclated‘Press'suit Writer 

I There ^ is reason' to believe#'tlhafc^ .the ^Unitedu States is 
holding survivors of'the ,Cuban invasion forces incommu¬ 
nicado-prisoners, if you will—on a. Caribbean Island.^ 

And there is evidence that the'Unlted, States troubles 
with communism Central, arid ^uth America. are'.just 
ibeglnnln^. . / 

I The* first rumor about .the“ United States-helde,.survivors 
[of the invasion, some . of ~ ^~ 


.. some . 

whom reportedly* are ^ 9 unded, 
reached’ the 'United ^States 
nayal ba^ at Guantanaino Bay 
soon* after^'trie miliary 'effort 
collapsed. ' , , 

The *'grapevirie there- Is so 
efficient'that'reports'of activi¬ 
ties In‘Havana, '600 Smiles west, 
sometimes reach* the .base be¬ 
fore they^‘me‘broadcast* by the 
C^tro'regime." ' , 

‘ Within/ ‘hours^ .after ' the 
grapevine' report reached* the 
base,' the Castro captives ;from 
the abortive.^ ihyaslori«^y7ho 
were'belrig’ihferrpgatedlin Ha¬ 
vana 6n/teleyslori—began talk- 
riig,' of a^partiemr 4^^d; 
;Vleques., ^ ‘ 

Trained at U. S. Base 


They; ;said -‘the/’fe 
[trained;’ for %the: invasion ^ at the 
United ’StatesrMarlrie^base 'at 
Vieques, which; is ji^t a 30 - 
(xrilnute helicbpter ride from 
[San,Juan, ^I^uerto Rico. * 

I While trie 'i;umor 'about.^the 
.Vieques prisonefs^'was^seeping, 
intd 'Guantanamo; it‘iwas’''alsd| 
circulating .in ,San/Juan* .and 
IJew York. ^ 

1 A Navy, office^ talked by 
radio* t6/the( naval, station at 
‘^Samr^uan*. ‘asking^ itJrie%meri 
[\^ntiri'g]tb’checknn the.rumbVs 
cbuld'be adm)[tte^"^;Vieques^ 
The*^ answer w^ that np'prie 


a 


Tolson _ 
Parsons 


would be ad'mltted:t6 the base 
1 without special pernalsslon 
from Washington.^ , * ; 

On the ‘assumpllom ^that 
I training bases are normally", 
open to^ visitors,, efforts jwere 
made^to galn .accesS'to Vieques 
through the; Central, Intelli¬ 
gence Agericy and the White 
Houser^ 

. The, CIA waS;,poncommittal 
AlWhite.House/spbkesniani said 
it'would not, assist in the.mat- 
iter of ehtry.i'' ' ' ^: 

Doctor Held^-Captivpv 

y Presumably thVuriitbd StatW 
wants, no/orie to talk to these 
suivivors'until^ thb 'furmr oyer 
ItheV Cuban" debacle-^arid ;the 
CIA’s¥6le in it^has'died down. 

Whiles the' Vieques operation 
was^kept' secretL^he^ New York' 
Times has reported ["the’ story 
of 'Dr^Rodblfo'^Nodar Tarafa^ 
27-yeaf-old lawyerand naeiriber 
of /the- anti-Csatro/' invasion 
forces. . ' \ ^ 

, Dri Nodal said’‘he aridy 16 
other volunteersthad been held 
captive • at ’gunpoint in Guate¬ 
mala* !by CIA Tjagente ♦because 
they ^refused to i serve In the 
invasion -forcesHurider a' 'man 
theyi described’ asja.murderer- in 
the; regime, of Dictator/r^ilgen£ 
cioj^atistai^- 


Contfnued'From First Pa^ the 

slonv flop apparently has been Guantanamo ’ 

a greit upsurge In' Communlsi sad story to Guantanpo. , 

jactlvi(les in Central, and South pipeline to Castro p 

1 :“ 

stepped 35- Communkte, In- P any time the Iron' 

s rs* 

M hav. to . atop Ja 

Serb?®’' *'’®arbirdtKterbay.ot»Quan.'’ 

1 Soviet orbit. . * . . r-nUon tanamo. There is a Cuban-con- 

^ There are i;eports that Cuban inner bay and access to 

'airliners are-flying ar<wnd.the ^j^ig by ships of any nation 
Caribbean picking ;up ^ommu- guaranteed by.trealy, ^ 
Inite and deppsting them in Tn the last nionthsor 




Havana. ; •• couble’of Iron' Curtain cargo 

At '■& , post-Cuba^ sWps have 'sailed right down 

baclpound briefing^ a high jbe middle.of,the Guantanamo 
pentagon official- said the - , 

United.’Stalcs cpuld'expect more naroor. 
irCfyolutlons'and^ niore^* Castros/, 
sout&of the^bofdelr.p . 

■ ‘ ' ' T 

w Dubious on TVIIGs 
yOther -reflections in ,the in 
vasioiv aftenhatlf: , , i. 

*3Dld*the'Castro .forces have 
Russian-biiht^ 'MIG- '^fighters 
aloft durW’ihe flghting? As¬ 
sorted communiques; from the 
antl^Oastro' groups; imade that 
a^ertion^ But trie' best "radar 
the Navy ‘Owns, Including ship- 
board arid' airborne; ;h^' yet to, 
detect the presence of high per¬ 
formance Jet aircraft iri'Cuba. 

The Cubans* do have. American- 
built jet .trainers, but they 'are 
incapable of' supersonic, flight. 

During the. invasion and for 
some tiirie thereafter, the United 
Stated Navy Had ' NaVy ships 
arid aircraft in the Cuban area. 

'Their presence was; described 

by* the Navy as-routme. They 
had nothing to do with 
the Cuban danger, the Navy 
said. . .* .. 

Though a plane from; the 
i super carrier Independence had 
landed at- Guantanamo .to ; pick 
up. filiri for shipboard movies, 

•the iNayy. consistently -denied, 
the Independence' was any- 
Iwhere aboutsThey..did, that Is, 
luritiL the „seagolQg airfield 
IrariTmeS’ unc ammunition ship, 


In trie last rndnlhLor 
couple bf Don^ Curteln 


two, .a 
cargo 
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Report to Be Probed 
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' 'By the Associated Press 

Senator Morse, Democratt.o£ .Oregon,,said today'his ;Senate 
Latin Affairs Subcommittee ^wlll look Into reports, that the, 

1 United States Is "holding soma survivors of the Cuban Invasion 
force Incommunicado bn the Caribbean^ Island of Vieques; a 
United‘States Marine base. 

The subcommittee, of which Senator Morse is chairman, 

■ has been, hearing :s.ecret reports ^ 

on the Invsion flop. 1 department declined also com- 

Reports that Invasion ;.survi- ment. ‘ ^ •___ 

vbrs, some reportedly-wounded, ^ United States officiai; yhq ^ ■ | 

were ocins held on the^MarlnG wAnid'* not Dsrinit' iisc of* his ^ * 

base cropped out at'ihe^Unlted there are no Cubans 1» the Inv^lon forces under a 

States naval base at.Guantan-i viVauet; However he con- described as a mnr- 

amo, Cuba; at New York mrt a xeport, first derer in the reglme.of Dictator 

and a^San J^uan Jijuerto Rfco; ^ * p 2 *]nted in^the New York TitneSi Satista* 

Newsmen‘have been denied that 17 ^Cubans had been held . The United States official, 
permission to visit Vieques, incommunicado in Guatemala however, described as correct 
presumably because United while the invasion was under a different version which de- 
States officials want4he furor way. " scribed* the' 17^ Cubans as]! 

over the Cuban,-debacle to'.die The Times quoted spokes- mutineers and misfits arid said 1| 
down. 'man for the 17 .Cubans, all they would have been turned 
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down. _ _ 'man lor the 17 .Cubans, all ^ey would have been turned! 

' '‘lliis 4s all news to ihe,” (released later, as saying the oyer to the new Cuban gov-^ 
Senattor Morse said, in an^in-^meri‘were held captive by the efnment for trial if the 4n-j 
tervlew as he read the report.* Central Jntelllgence Agency vaders had overthrown Prlmd 
“I will see \vhat 4he subcom^lbecause 'they-refused to serve Minister Fidel Castro. ^ 

I [jmittee can find .. \ ^ ^ _ - ■■■i*** " 

"Senator Morse said the Cu- 
tjban invasion was. ^handled' to 
'great extent, by the '^yhlte 
"•^ouse. staff, rather than reg-i 
ular State Department chan-:’ 
nels,'' ' ^ ^ * 

It was' learned f rom reilable 
sources 'that'Senator*Fulbright,* 

Democrat /of: Arkan^^, only 
member of’ Congress’ to :learh 
in advance of the dnvasiori 
plans, overheard! them by 
chance while, a, guest of Pres-; 

. ident Kennedy eh route, by 
alrplarie toi^Plorida on March 
» ^0. " ■ • • . 

The same sources said, that ^ 

White House-r^staffers master¬ 
minding the invasion Included 
Arthur N. Schlesinger, Jr., spe¬ 
cial assistant'^td. the Prerident, - 

and Adolph ^Ai'Berle.^and Prof. 

Lincoln Gordon of^thejspeclal pomT & TNED 

Cubans are being held prisoner jr TMVQUMATION 

that '®iEIN IS OMCLASSIFim^^^ 

on Vieques, -Assistant White - 

House-Press Secretary Andrew 

Hatcher' declined co|hmend ’ . 

yesterday. The State Depart- / 

ment referred questions to i he] ^ 

D^nse^a. D>partment;,^^i;^;)^ 
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owiCiistrolC^b^OutlTH^ 


.cicaninpup campaign'^b^Castro’k 
ns’of^^Las .Villas^provincc^has been 
‘ration.^E very^ remotc^farmfint tli 
a^^kind^of^missionarj^settlementJ^ 
d orders;not>nly: to^comb" the' hill 
0 but I to^teachj^lliteratcsjtotrcai 
ndoctrinate]^themj^with>cvolutionai 
usandjatrinesj^were’^constructed b 
of their_^hosts as had not cvcn'ai^o 
etachmentsHuilttschool^andlsk 
cldownTprimitiveihutsJandlbuilt’ 
)useslinXtheir/pIaces.1i<The^dist 
(shoes^to^ barcfoot£chiIdr en.^P?*? 
our-washedXinlhyacinthlbluc,%a1 

sked I thet mayor^for^supplies^^d 
jrgently^or. the surgery, he^had si 
iXvillageXofXPolovejoXwhereXhell 
I)atientsX<^ay;lCastro's;troops5v 

al health^se^icelwitliftheni^ 
iiyhmitirTithnt.frnTv^i»u^-* * 
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On Cuban Mission 


BV JERRY NORRIS AND SANDRA PIRTLE 

Birmingham civUian airmen, flying a cargo plane fPrl 
y forces in the April 19 Cuban invasion, arc missing antl^ 


Four 

janli-Caslro 

presumed dead. | 

; A Miami attorney representing the firm that hirctl the flyers^: 
(for the anti-Castro Cubans, said the four men broke laclto sikuieci 
during the invasion and I'cpcrted 
that one of their two engines had 
gone out, and that they were (os- 
ing altitude. Nothing move was 
heard from the plane, 

Alex E. Cai'son, attorney for 
Double Check Corp., said the four 
men were Riley W, Shamburger, 

|3G, 916 75th-st. s, pilot; Thomas 
Willard Ray^ 33. of 1435 Sloan-av, 
co-pilot; F. Baker, 35, 4406 
15th-av n. engineer, and Wade 


Guardsman Claims 
Others Approached 

A Birmingham Air National 
Guardsman said last night that 
he knew of at least two other 
Guard members who had been 
approached here with offers of 
$3000 for three months”' to fly 
anti-Castro forces. 

The man asked that his name 
be withheld. 



PRESUMED DEAp- 

F. Boker, 


-Leet 


Carroll Gray of Pinson, radio 
operator. 

Garlson said he did not know 
whether the two-engine C-46. 
carrying an undisclosed cargo, 
had been shot down. 

Plane Remnants Found 

Remnants of the plane’s wreck-, 
age have turned up in the CaVib* 
bean but no bodies have been 
found, he said. 

Carlshn made his statemenu^ in 
Sec 4 FLIERS, Page Z 
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I 'Continued .from. Page 1 


i (a / news,conference. here y^terday 
j|aftef {cofisuiting the of 

^ all-^four '^h. “1 ,.dohJt think' their 
; famUfes knew where'they 'were 
; going, or what they were going 
I t6":do,-^he.said< 

The .fatal flight' apparently ' 

• sta^rted ^somewhere, ori Central' 
; Amenca/* he safd. The exact 
destination was' unknown. 

,' The. Cuban exiles employed 
. Double Check Corp. to locke a 
; fou^man crew for hazardous fly- 
^ ing aboard a C-46,;, Carlson stated. 

: He ^id the contacts with the Birr 
»j minghani men Were ' made' m , 
early April 

I '‘‘These incn,',^new. they 
wer^.gettinfe' intV- .heJ^id. . 'Tt; 

I wasi* jcal^lated {i 

1 came‘back\tfiey had ^I 'lfiwuneSb f 
rjegg/' , . '•{ 

{'/“Their families will, revive .'sub* | 
j stanljar bedefits as patt of the 
contract,’* he added. n 









V 
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I>escr2bed As Valiimt 
He described the four-rneo. ^ 
ivaliant and* dedicated, *^fighling 
for som^hing this country 
llevcs-in/^ j 

He ^aid as far as he kDows, ttiel 
four men are the only fliers that 
Double Check put in touch with 
the Cubans. 

The pilot, Riley W. Shamburger, 
is a combat pilot of World War II 
land Korea and has been a 'test| 
pilot for the Hayes Corp/ for sev* 
eral years. He was a major In 
the Air National Guard, an RF84 
jet pilot assigni^ to the 106th Tac 
tical Reconnaissance Wing, as 
joperations officer. ^ , 

His wife. Marion Jane SHam-| 
burger, said he had 12.000 hours 
[of flying time to. his credit. She 
[told reporters al her horne thatl 
April 49—the day the plane wentj 
down—was their 15th wedding anr 
^niversary^ 

f “iVe just told my daugliterj 
what happened/’ she said. ’T’ve] 
iknown about it for some time. but| 
JL told no one—other people’s lives! 
could have been endangered/' 
Shamburger had been a pilot 
for 18 years. 

Attended Woodlawn 
Mrs, Shamburger said she and 
her husband had gone to school 


Air 44ati6nal Guard cominander]tprp. 1 
here, ^aid: so Tar as he could 
determine. "Shamburger was ilie 
only Guar<kman among the four 
men involved. 

Genera! Poster said Jie was 
“much distressed at losing a very 
fine officer.” He had.known noth 
ing of Shamburger’s departure, 
be said, because the flyer had not 
been away Jong enough* to have 
missed any number or meetings. 

“They knew what they were] 
getting into, but I didn’t.” said 
Mrs. Catlierine Baker, 4408 13th 
av, n, wife of the engineer on the 
ill-fated ^ip* v 

Mrs. Baker, who is expecting! 
her second baby in September, 
was hospitalized last week after! 
learning from Carlson* that heri 
husband was^missing. 

She said that Baker Tii:st Jeff 
home about the second week in! 
February, returning to Birming¬ 
ham two or vthrec limes a month 
He never revealed where he had 
been, and she assumed that he 
was on ordinary flying expedi 
lions. 

“The last time came home 
was about two weeks before 
Easier (April 2),” she said, “but 


together at Barrett and Woodlawnl. . * « r 

iHigh School. They have a for .Easter^ 


jyear-old daughter. 

^ Brig. Gene ral G. Reid Poste r, 


Received Letter 
She received a letter from him! 
April 21, dated April l3; but 
she said he mentioned nothing 
about what he svas doing. 


rp. He was 38; married to ViolM 
Lean Gray and had no children. 

He had; lived in Pinson all his 
lifei attended Pinson School and 
TaVrant High’ School, where he 
graduated in 1947, 

A meml>er of the family said 
“He’s been gone about three 
months. He didn’t tell anybody 
where he was going, or why. We 
don’t know much about this.” 

Thomas Willard Ray, the co- 
pilOJ, 1435 Sloan, also wa^ an em¬ 
ploye of Hayes, working as a clas¬ 
sified planning and technical in¬ 
spector. He joined the company 
in December, 1952* The Hayes 
spokesman said he resigned 
March 48 this year. 

Born in Tarrant, on March 14, 
1931. he was a 1950 graduate of 
Tarrant High School, He served 
irr the Air Force from 1950 until 
1952, receiving a discharge as a 
staff sergeant 

Ray was married to (he for¬ 
mer Margaret Hayden and has 
two children — Thomas Morgan 
Hay, 9. and Janet Joy Ray, 6. Hisi 
mother. Mrs. Mary Lou Ray, and 
a brother, Joe Dillard Ray, are 
other survivors. | 

Although the family refused to! 
talk with newsmen, their attorney! 
announced that memorial servicest 
for Ray will be at 3'p.m. Sunday/ 
Ma^ 14., at Rock Methodist f 
Church, Tarrant City. ^ 


"He often talked about Sham-i 
burger, but T never met him/' 
said ‘Mrs. Baker, “I didnT knoy? 
Gray and Ray at all/* 

Baker w^s owi^er of two rcsjtau- 
rants here—Leo’s Pfzza shack 
number oiKf^in East Lake and 
Pizza shack number two in Home- 
wood, 


The Bakers have two i^hirdren^ 
‘Theresa Anne. lU Baker’s daugh-^ 
tei" by a previous marriage, arid 
; Catherine'Elizabeth, who had iier 
I first biillhday last montH. 

In ^addition to his jr^taurant 
operation. Baker bad been em¬ 
ployed as a flight engineer at 
Hayes since Feb< 12, 1957. He \vas 
a ^native of Boston, :Mass., and 
graduated from hfgh school there. 

Air Force Ve^ran 

An executive at Hayes, said that 
» his record showed that he was an 
Air Force veteran^ having entered 
the service' in 1944 and receiving 
a discharge as a technical ser¬ 
geant, 

Mrs. Baker, the former CJather- 
ine Walker, has lived in Birming¬ 
ham most of her life and is a 
I graduate 6f Woodlawn High 
School. 

Gray, like Shamburger,-former¬ 
ly was a test pilot with Hayes 
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' yeajr-old Cothe'rino Elizabeth ot their home, first heard 
I Jp$V vyeeR thqt heV husband; was.ompng four B^rmlhg? 
hath tCf^w members, of o C-46 corgo plane which 
crashedthevCoribbeah dtiripg the Cuban invosiooxV 
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BY DAVE, bANGKOUD. Nows staff Wrifvi* F 
Four 'Birminghau) airm’ciu. ifi Die* ojni^loS' of anti-i 
Castro forces, were lost sojuewheie iii ‘W GaribJjcan 
when an engine failed on their C4fi airplane « 

I A spokesni^n ,for a firm, of MSaim confidentaal agents’ 
said today the four were reported missing and presumed, 

, ^ "(je'ad' after they left on a 

cargo mission from' an un-. 

, disclosed airstrip to Central 

i America. ■ '[’ 

He ((icnjiiicd them as!' ■' c 
)itlloy Shambmscr pf 

TflUvst s- pilgt:,, ThomWiViHaiiai; 
Bay 9f I'jir) .SVa,n-ay. cp-pflol; LOc,* 

. F, B.ikci' of tJ# bitWav, n; 

.ilceri. and'AVade X'asfroh Siay Pf’ 
Pfeoji. (qieiatdy. ^ 

Aid?k E, >n ' ' 

noy of Sp:-!)i!fs, Fla.x!>ajdj’ 

■at 5*1 eooloretu^e h’c was' 

Spoakius ioit file -nouWe yhe^k*; 
Goep. of Matmi. whtjfet piij thel 
.anU-Casu o ('obans' touph^ wHl!( 
tbc ifoun Rifming'Hahf airmen |nt 
early April. .■ 

, -He said the (MB was iwalii- • 

(ain)n!; radio silenee when it left f 
(he .seofe( airstrip abotii April I 

1 19 ; ■■ ii; 

I ( . (old «j use:the.r<}dio' 

j o'nly in casiii of an eidefgcncyi" 

' 'be sbitl. '‘Thvtf |hcy -^poftea oribL 

I engine Miad ' gone !Ouv and-'they, 

i ' i\refc' lo.siogkallijtJii(te.’T[lial.was.|nc,: 

da'stdheyjbaxe. lieen.he^ hym'.'" 

The dajtd oT Piejr ^partufe' 
coincid 6 s with the abortive- at- 
j tfempt .at an invasio’h of-Cuba by 

!. anti%C£stro. forces, i 
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CARUJpN SAID he \yas m BiV-| 
*minghara to notify ibe families* 
of tfic foui; iljat; •their husbands 
wert* t prdsiuncd dead; 

% ;said DoufelS Check. Corp. 

. contacted! four in- yhehalf of j; 
an ‘drgaiiS/^liojii ^hich requested 1 

{that. J^^enUty .remain; <;onfi^ 

doudaU ' 7 7, ^ ' 

* "Itu t' i f jesiinicdy to / I>e7mu ^ 

'exiled^ gi-hup^^ofc '"Cabaris,”* Iic\| j 
l! sa1dl " V ;■ 

sakbl)^d)ic/Chi^^^^^ '3Cting7 
W’imiy ah al:cni^fil^^^ 

'iit a monthfy safaiy for mulW 
.engine aircraft flying; cargo. 4‘ 
^ He said he‘ did 'not Iknow (he^j 
nature of their cargo udr their* 
destination. 

“THESE MEN knew what they 
\veie getting into/* Jie said^ **U 
was a calculated risk. If they 
came back they haA>a nice nesl- 

V * 


•‘;rhi' Tiser’ informed jnq ay 
\\coi: ago that the; men -were ' 
missing. In Uhe Jhterim .^perM" 
the wives werf^ notified,, but" 
their ullimaic ‘ whereabouts.^ar^ 
not yetknown.f 

Jlc said a' SearcH iphdlie^ ai;ea 
wheie thq airplar^J.syhe)ieved7to 
have gone down ^revealed! only 
parts of the airplane. 

He said the men were guaran- 
Tui^ io Page Cohmini 3 j 






WORLD WAR II iSRA CURTIS C-4(J “CO MMANDO” TWIN.ENGINE TOANSPORT 
... Plane In picture is similar to craft local men were flying 


Fliers 

Continued Irom Page-1 
teed “substantial beneiits” to 
their wives and families, 'each 
having a separate arrangement. 


SHAMBURGER was a major in a 
the AtedNuna Air National Guard, t 
an ‘RF«!i.>t pilot assigned to the ' 
UTUi Xt^Ctic^ Reconnaissance 
Wing.' '*■ 

. 'Baker was owner and operator 
of Leo’s-Pitsa’Shop in'East Lake. 

Wives,.«t.{he airmen were 
WenttM^’M”' Violet Lean 
'Gray^^Mturgawt Rebecca Ray.. 
MaHbn^Jahe'Sbamburger and 
Catherine Baker. ‘ 

Carison. ;k^d Double Check 
could tie (l^Krlbed;as a "broker." 

“We only’imt our client in touch 
vrith the pllfiti," he said. 

He said these four were the only 
airmen ■'Double Check has con* 
tra<^e& 

.BAKER WOULD hJtve been 35 
Ap^ 24. In addition, to'the Pina 
Shop, be (grated another r^ 
taiirant in Birmlnghaq)^ 

His wife, Catherine, said she 
knew nothing of her husband’s 
whereabouts, or what be was do< 
Ing, until notified about a '^eek 
ago that he was missing. 

Hie Bakers have two chlldreB 


—Theresa Anne, tl. Baker's 
daughter . by a previous mar¬ 
riage. and Catherine Eilzabeth, 
who had her first biHhday Iasi 
month. 

"I didn’t know what he was do, 
ing, and I don’t know how inuch 
money he was supposed to. get^’’ 
she bid.“AU I know is that Leo 
always .made a -‘good living for 
us." 


1 Baker was a flight engineer in 
World War II, she said; I 

! 

RELATIVES, of Ray, age 30, 
i>ai*d an/ mformalion about hi^ ac¬ 
tivities would have to comc^trom 
Atty. Flank *01X00 of Blmin)^ 
ham, who Is .working in conjutw- 
tion with the Double 'Check .at¬ 
torney. „ ^ 

‘Gray, married with no ,cblF 


^dren, was 33. 

He formerly vwas a test pilot 
^ for'Hayes Corp. here, but was 
laid off about a year ago, said 
hU* brother. George .Gray. 

“He*s, been gone about three 
months;'" the brother said. “He 
didn’t tell anybody where he was 
going 6r why 

'’Shamburger. 3$, had been em- 
ployedVas a-test pilot at Hayes 
Aircraft Corp. since* 1953. He has 
,one daughter, Marlon Jane, 18. 
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II ^By Bern Price 

* As«ocUted Pres* 

There is reason to believe 


that,the United States is .hold- 


I ing'^suryivors^ of the'Cuban 
invasion forces incpmmunica- 
do—prisoners, if you AWill—on 
a Caribbean island., 


h there 'is evidence that 
(the troubles with com¬ 


munism in Central'and South 
America "are just beginning. 

The first rumor "about the 
,U. S.-held survivors of the in-" 
|vasion,„some of whom report¬ 
edly are .wounded^ reached 
ithe U. S. :navaL base a£ Gudn- 
I tariamo Bay 'soon after the 
military effort^ collapsed. 

. yhe grapevine there is so 



/Y^ 


^ ^NFOJiMATION‘ CHAINED 

herein is UNCLASOTIED,^;^^g535^ 


DATE. 


efficient 'that reports of aci 
tivifles in Havana, 6M mlle^ 
wes^ sometimes reach, ^the 
base; before they are broad 
cast by the regime^ of Pre¬ 
mier; ^del Castro. 

Within houw after the 
grapeylhe report of '^lft Soh'eld' 
survivors .reached the base, 
the Castro captiyes from the’ 
abortive dnvasion—who- were 
being Interrogated, in Havana 
oh television—began talking 
of a particular island, Vieqhe's.- 
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U. S. Base Mentioned 

-They said they bad been 
trained for the invasion at 
the V. S. Marine base at 
r Vieques , which is just, a, 30t 
miniite'^ helicopter ride- -from 
San; Juan,^ Puerto Rico; « - 
While ^the rumor about"tKe 
Vieques prisoners was seep¬ 
ing into Guantanamo' U] was 
also circulating in San Juan 
and New York, d ^ ‘ , 

A Navy officer talked by 
radio to* the naval station at 
San Jiian, asking »if newsmen 
wanting Ho ’ check on' the ru-J 
mors could Tje admitted to 
Vieques., ' , ^ 

The answer was that no one 
would bd admitted to/the. base 
without 'special permissiqri 
from Washington. " "I 

On-^dhe " assumption, that 
training bases are normally’ 
ppen to visitors,, efforts were 
piade to gain access ^tp "Vie¬ 
ques through the\ Central In^ 
tclligence Agency and the 
White House. .1 

The CIA was hoheommittahj 
A Wbjtc House spokesman] 
said it'would not assist,ln ,the] 
matter of entry. '' j 

- Presumably the JJm i t e. d 
States wants no one to talk 
to these' survivors until the 
furor over the Cuban debacle 
—and the CIA^s role in, it—has 
died down. 

While the Vieques oper¬ 
ation was kept secret, the New 
Yiirk Times has reported, the: 
|stpry of Rodolfo Nodal ^Ta- 
r^da, ,27-year-old lawyer Hmd 
member of * the anti-Castro in¬ 
vasion -forces. 1 


16 ^Held Captive' 


;'i^bdal said he and 16 otbli^ 
volunteers had been held cap- 
ti'irn at gunpointin ’ Gudi.a- 
nfila by CIA agents becadse 
they refused 1 to serve in the 
invasion forces under a man 
they "described .as a-; murderer 
inHhe^regime of ousted; Prefix'' 
idK-^ Fulgencio. Batista. 

The * Washingtbnr-Post,^ feH 
Ijbyted these men .were 
e(? as mutineers. ^ ' » i 
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